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President’s Message  
Hi Everybody,  

VERY IMPORTANT…..The Octo-
ber meeting has a floor plan 
change.  Go in the WEST door 
(the side of the Second UMC 
that faces toward West Town 

Mall).  Park in THAT parking lot or the 
parking lot that faces out onto I40-I75.  The 
greeting table will be in that first hallway to 
the left, and the 2:00 pm classes will be 
near the greeting table. SUMC has a 
church function in the Fellowship Hall (the 
usual place for our jam), so KADC needs to 
stay out of that room and the kitchen.  The 
intermed./adv. hammer group should go 
DIRECTLY to the Family Life Center (where 
we have had our December Christmas 
party recently) for their 2:00 class, and the 
jam will be there also at 3:00 pm. 

The other classes will move to the jam, 
down the side hall that goes by the rest-
rooms, NOT  through the Fellowship Hall.  

BEGINNERS OUT THERE………If you are a 
beginner lap dulcimer person or know of 
someone who is, please sign up to come to 
the Retreat in November, because the be-
ginner class has lots of room and Maureen 
Sellers will teach you many wonderful 
things.  DON’T MISS this opportunity with 
Maureen!!   

 
Motel rooms for the Retreat ……Highland 
Manor Inn is full, Talley Ho Inn has rooms 
still for the special Retreat room rate but 
they are releasing them to the public now, 
and EconoLodge still has rooms….DON’T 
DELAY !!!! 

If you have questions on the upcoming play-
outs and the Retreat, please contact me at: 
(865) 483-1121      or e-mail me at:  

nancy.basford@knoxvilledulcimers.org  

                       Nancy Basford          

Editors, Linda Smith and Ginny Cliett; Club Web site address: www.knoxvilled ulcimers.org/ 
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Deadline for submissions to 
Newsletter is the Friday prior 
to publication - so for the No-
vember/December  newslet-
ter, that will be November 27.  
Thanks!! 
 

In this month’s issue, we tried to cover all the 
various play outs that the club has participated 
in--from our old favorites at Bandy Creek and 
the Museum of Appalachia to a new opportunity 
in Sevierville at the Tino Smoky Mountain 
Homecoming.  We had excellent turnouts at all 
and articles and pictures are  included in this 
newsletter.      

A BIG thank you to Ron and Eva Stob for their 
contribution this month telling us all about their 
trip to Winfield.     

Remember, if you have something you would 
like to share with your fellow club members, we 
love getting news!              

1989-2009  20 Years of Sweet Dulcimer Music 

KADC Board: Front (l to r)-Deby Libby, 
Les Williams, Ginny Cliett. Back (l to r)-

Nancy Basford, Roberta Fogle, Geri 
Blair, Kathie Garzony, & Lynne Carter 
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CLUB MEETING            

SUNDAY, October 25  
Location —Second UMC 

1:30 pm  Arrival time    

2:00 pm  Club Meeting 
begins-  

3:00 pm   Club Jam  

October Volunteers :     
Beginning Lap:           
Sarah Morgan  

Lap Class #1:                 
June Goforth   
 

Lap Class #2:               
Deby Libby/Linda Smith  
  

Beginning Hammered:         
No Leader   
 

 Int/Adv Hammered:         
No Leader    

 
Everyone chip in to get the 
rooms back in original or-

der. Thanks!    
 

NOTE:  Please  plan on Volun-
teering to help at meetings - 
Sign up sheet for 2009 will be 
on the Greeting Table. Earn 
some Dulcibucks!  

Executive Board          
Nancy Basford, President              
(865) 483-1121 

Lynne Carter, Vice President 

Deby Libby, Secretary 

Geri Blair, Treasurer 

Ginny Cliett, Membership Sec. 

Roberta Fogle                            
Member-at-Large 

Kathie Garzony                            
Member-at-Large                      

Les Williams                              
Member-at-Large 

We had 42 members and seven visitors 
sign in at the September  meeting.  

Dave Holeton worked with the Beginning 
Lap players.  See Page 3 for his recap.  A 
big thank you to Dave for stepping up and 
volunteering to lead the class at the last 
minute again!    

Sarah Morgan  worked with the Novice 
Lap players on songs from the Set Lists.         

Linda Smith & Deby Libby  worked with 
about 16 Intermediate Lap players.  How to 
start a tune--they basically had their own 
jam.  Everyone picked a tune out of one of 
the Club Sets Lists and they went around 
the room with that person starting the tune, 
which they all then played.          

Nancy Basford is still working with the 
Beginning Hammer players. She has a 
group with a wide variance in ability, but 
she says that they are making progress.   

Gloria Whitney worked with about 12 In-
termediate/Advanced Hammer players.  
They first tried Jeff Stebens’ arrangement 
of “Barlow Knife.” Next they reviewed (or, 
in most cases, sight-read) Cathy Barton 
Para’s arrangements of “Amelia’s Waltz” 
and “Rocking the Babies to Sleep”.  Then 
they played Bill Taylor’s melody and har-
mony parts of “Frankie and Johnny”.   
Lastly they played “Kum Ba Yah” in three 
different keys and in two different octaves.     

Jam - Anne-Marie Begley was the jam 
leader.  The group went through the jam 
list that they had.  The beginners were en-
couraged to join in with playing Cabbage, 
Gray Cat and Frere Jaques at one point.   
They had some trouble keeping the group 
playing together as they were very spread 
out and it was difficult to hear what each 
was playing.                   

September Recap Plans for October  Meeting 

I M P O R T A N T                
INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR OCTOBER MEET-
ING!!!! BE SURE TO 
READ ON PAGE 3!   
ANNUAL MEETING - OCTOBER 25  
We will have election of Officers 
and 2010 Budget Approval. 

Beginning Lap  -  Sarah Morgan will 
work with the beginners to get them 
on the road to becoming dulcimer 
players! 

Lap Dulcimer Class #1  - June Go-
forth will lead this class and will be 
covering some very helpful music 
theory tips as they apply to playing 
the dulcimer.   

Lap Dulcimer Class #2  - Deby 
Libby  and Linda Smith will have a 
SURPRISE class.  Come and be sur-
prised!               

Beginning Hammered Dulcimer  -  
There is no facilitator for this class as 
of press time.  They will get together 
and work on the tunes they worked 
on last month with Nancy.       

Int/Advanced Hammered  -  No 
leader at press time.  Come and play 
together.                

Alternatives  -- Any other instruments 
here can get together and play,    

Jam -  Pick one of the tunes from one 
of our set lists, practice starting the 
tune either with an intro or taters, and 
be ready to start that tune as we go 
around the circle . See page 3 for 
more information about our October 
Jam.      

If you earned a Dulcibuck at the Sep-
tember Meeting or at a recent play-
out, see Ginger Kelley to get your         

Dulcibuck.    
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Due to another event at the church, our October meet-
ing will have some changes in location at the church.   
The Lap classes, the Beginning Hammered Class and 
Alternative instruments will be held in the same area 
as usual.  The greeting table will be in the long hall to 
the left (going back towards where the Intermediate 
Lap class was last month). The Intermediate/
Advanced Hammer Class will be in the Family Life 
Center, which is the same room where we have the 
Christmas Party.  This is also where the jam will be 
following all classes. Classes should end a little 
sooner than normal so there is time to get over to the 
Family Life Center.  Check at the greeting table to be 
sure you have the right location for your class.  See 
Nancy Basford’s President’s Message for parking sug-
gestions.       

The jam will be in the Family Life Center.  We would 
like to try the suggestion for jams that Stephen Seifert 
made when he was here last January at our meeting.   
We will try playing in a large circle (See diagram on 
this page).  If there is any bass, wash tub, bass dulci-
mers or other, they will go in the center.  Hammered 
players will group together on one side, facing the 
center, with more experienced players towards the 
center and less experienced on the outside.  Laps will 
divide into two groups facing each other, again with 
more experienced players towards the center.  Alter-
natives will be opposite the hammers and if there are 
any guitars, they should be close to the center.  Try to 
sit as close together as possible.  You can leave your 
bags outside the circle so chairs can be closer to-
gether.  (NOTE:  If you have to leave early, sit toward 
the back of the circle so you can get out without dis-
turbing others.)      

Last month we were so spread out and everyone was 
facing the same wall, it was just about impossible for 
us to stay together when we played.  Let’s give this 
idea a try!  A jam is a much more enjoyable experi-
ence when we are all playing together!   

Plans for October Meeting - Please READ!!! 

September’s Beginning Lap Review  
Four dulcimer players entered the Beginning Lap class at 
the September meeting.  One courageous player was a 
survivor from the August session.  The other three were 
new to the club and included a person who never played 
before (and was at the meeting to see if dulcimers were his 
next path), a youngster accompanied by her little sister 
(with a dulcimer) and her big sister, and a person with a 
dulcimer he bought in 1966.  The 1966 dulcimer was an 
hourglass dulcimer with wooden friction tuning pegs, no 6 
1/2 fret, and evergreen trees for sound holes.  The owner 
was told the evergreen trees were a sign of sadness.  (I 
have read a little on the meanings of the sound holes for 
dulcimers and I suspect they varied greatly from one com-
munity to another.  If anyone has heard any stories or had 
any information on dulcimer sound holes, maybe the infor-
mation could be posted in a future newsletter.)    

We worked to get all the dulcimers in tune.  It was an ex-
perience for me tuning the wooden tuning pegs.  I was 
pushing the pegs into the head to get them to stay, which I 
thought I read somewhere was wrong, but the only solu-
tion available at the time.  Jean Ritchie’s “Dulcimer Peo-
ple” book states that a mixture of soap and chalk are effec-
tive for managing the friction.  The book also states that 
commercially available violin peg-dope is no more than a 
pre-mixed combination of soap and chalk but is not adjust-
able like your own homemade mixture.  Once all dulci-
mers were in tune, we started with our favorite Cabbage 
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 Upcoming Dulcimer Events  

November 13-15, 2009  - Smoky Mountain Dulcimer    
Retreat - Annual club retreat in Townsend, TN.  Only a few 
spaces left!       

January 7-10, 2010  - 5th Annual WCU Winter Weekend 
at Lake Junaluska, NC.  Larry & Elaine Conger will be your 
hosts for the weekend.  For more information or to register 
go to www.wcu.edu/5049.asp or call 800-928-4968.  

song.  We worked it for a while and some were doing well 
and others were still searching.  To a person who never 
played before those frets can be very elusive even for a 
song like “Boil Them Cabbage”.  We switched to “Go Tell 
Aunt Rhody,” then worked to put both tunes into a medley.  
The dynamics of each group can be so different and with 
this group I was glad I had many more songs.  We worked 
the medley for what seemed long enough and nobody had 
any questions, discussion, or tender fingers, so we went to 
“Gray Cat on a Tennessee Farm,” then “Frere Jaques,” 
and finally “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore”.  

When we went into the club jam at 3:00, Anne-Marie asked 
if any of the groups had any songs to share with the group, 
but none volunteered.  I noticed during the jam that some 
instruments were idle but later in the jam when Anne-
Marie pressed for Cabbage, Gray Cat and Frere Jaques 
from the beginner group, I noticed people were reaching 
for their idle dulcimers.  Thanks Anne-Marie!  It was great 
to see the beginner players playing their dulcimers.   

Teaching the beginning dulcimer class is a challenging 
but rewarding experience.  I always leave with a great 
feeling of accomplishment and I hope those who attended 
are on their way to learning how to make beautiful dulci-

mer music.     --Dave Holeton 

Beginning Lap - Continued  

There’s a great line -up of artists for Wood-N- Strings’ Pickin’ Porch  in Townsend, TN on Saturday nights throughout the 
month of October. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy some really good music and it’s all free! Donati ons to performers wel-
come! All shows start at 7:00 pm.        See ya there!   

Oct 24      Maureen Sellers    Mtn. Dulcimer   Saturday Workshop 

Oct 31      Don Pedi                              Mtn. Dulcimer                                   Saturday Workshop  

There are lots of workshops being offered by different performers. This is a gr eat opportunity for people to experience 
excellent workshops without having to go to a festival. However, space is limited for workshops so if you are interested, 
call early to make your reservation or to get more information. The telephone number is 865-448-6647. Payment for 
workshops is made directly to the instructor on the day of the workshop.                 SEE YA THERE!!! 

The LAST of the 2009 Pickin’ Porch Schedule  

Enjoy a week-long celebration of the Mountain Dulcimer 
with great player-teachers, classes for all skill levels, con-
certs, field trips, jams and outdoor beauty in a scenic new 
mountain setting.  Located in Black Mountain, NC, Monday, 
June 7 thru Saturday, June 12, 2010. Register before De-
cember 31, 2009, and receive a price break. Go to 
www.dulcimerville.com  for more information on classes 
offered and/or  to register.         

This event will be run by Lois Hornbostel and promises to 
be an exciting new event in the dulcimer world!!!    

Brockinton Workshop Offered 

The Mountain Echoes Dulcimer Club will be host-
ing a workshop by Linda Brockinton on Satur-
day, October 31.  The workshop will be held at 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, 260 Wade Rd., 
W., Loudon, TN (Located on Hwy. 72, 8.5 miles 
east of I-75).  The teaching level for all workshops will be 
Novice and Up.      

Schedule will be as follows:  

9:30 - 11:30 am     Celtic Tunes, Hymns & Waltzes  

11:30-12:15 pm     Lunch Break (Bring your own) 

12:30 - 1:00 pm     Concert  by Linda 

1:00 - 3:00 pm       Classical, Rounds & Pop  

Cost will be $20 for one session/$30 for both sessions      
Pay at the door.       

Contact Donna Hitchins at 865-408-1687 or e-mail:   

campdonna@charter.net    to register.    

New Festival Coming Next Summer 


